14                                  HENRY   IRVING.
It would be difficult to give an idea of the proc labour which this earnest, resolute young man i went while struggling to " learn his profession " most thorough way. The iron discipline of the t favoured his efforts, and its calls on the exerti< the actor seem, now-a-days, truly extraordinary another laborious profession, the office of " clev for a counsel in full practice, which entails p gratuitous drudgery, is welcomed as a privilej any young man who wishes to rise. A few of Edinburgh bills are. now before me, and present of singularly hard work for so young a man. W wonder, too, at the audience which could have st< for so lengthy a programme. Thus, one January 7, 1858, when the pantomime was ru the performances began with the pantomime of * Bo-Peep,' in which we find our hero as Sera " the Captain of the Wolves." After the pant< came ' The Middy Ashore,' in which he was Tc " an exquisite," concluding with c The Wandering1 in which we again find him as Gregoire, " confic servant to the Countess Croissev." We fineable actress, Charlotte Cushman. I remember that when she played Meg Merrilies I was cast for Henry Bertram, on the principle seemingly that an actor with no singing voice is admirably fitted for a singing part. It was my duty to give Meg Merrilies a piece of money, and I did it after the traditional fashion by handing her a large purse full of coin of the realm, in the shape of broken crockerv. which was ^enerallv used in financial transactions on theII.
